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Abstract 

Little Nine Heaven Wu Tao (L9H) is the oldest Taoist system of martial arts comprised 

of three parts: hand to hand fighting (boxing), swordsmanship, and chi-gong. Traditionally & 

historically, systems of Chinese Kung Fu were passed down from teachers to students with one 

student being identified as the lineage holder, in charge of preserving the methods of the system. 

Many systems still pass on lineages one to one to keep the tradition and prevent dilution and 

changes. Grandmaster Chiao Chang-Hung chose Master James McNeil as the lineage holder of 

L9H as evidence by letters written, signed, and chopped (sealed) by Grandmaster Chiao. There is 

currently limited history of Little Nine Heaven Wu Tao (teachers, geography, history) available 

in English. The purpose of this trip was to research the history, geography, and reach of the sys-

tem in mainland China, assess the efficacy of protecting Intellectual Property (IP) held by Master 

James McNeil in China, and consult with identified leadership in China regarding the best prac-

tices in spreading Little Nine Heaven Wu Tao throughout China. The tour was organized by 

close friends of Master James McNeil, Sifu Liu & Mr. Bing Sun. Many of the areas visited were 

for sightseeing and had no direct relation to L9H. Areas visited were Beijing, Liaoning, Cheng-

du, Hangzhou, Suzhou, and Shanghai. Only Liaoning was significant to L9H directly. Chong-

qing Mountain in Cheng Du Province, being the cradle of Taoism, was distantly related to L9H. 

In total, five Chinese students were inducted as 25th generation students of L9H: Ms. Xie, Ms. 

Li, Ms. Zhou, Ms. Zhang, and Mr. Tan. While they are formally students, none of them currently 

seek to train the system of L9H (boxing). At this point in time, these students are not seeking to 

promote of L9H in China. In terms of protecting IP, more research needs to be done on whether 

China‟s current regulations for protecting IP would make registering feasible, however given the 

current evolution of IP law in China, it would most likely not be cost to effective pursue protec-

tion. 

The Trip 

On October 10th, 2018, we arrived with 11 students from the US and UK in Beijing, Chi-

na where we were met by our hosts Sifu Liu & Mr. Bing Sun. From October 10th to October 

12th, we spent time sightseeing. We spent one full day in Beijing sightseeing, visiting Tianan-

men Square, Forbidden City, The Temple of Heaven, White Cloud Temple. Tiananmen (The 

Gate of Heavenly Peace) was built in 1651 and has been the center of many historical and politi-

cal events throughout Chinese history. It is also where Mao Ze-Dong founded the People‟s Re-

public of China on October 1st, 1949. Beijing has no direct connection to L9H, however it 

should be noted that Mao‟s rise to power in conjunction with the Cultural Revolution is what 

lead Grandmaster Chiao Chang-Hong to relocate to Taiwan with the Nationalist Party. It should 

also be noted that within the White Cloud Temple, altars of various Taoist deities, including and 

alter of „The Three Pure Ones‟ which are significant in the system of L9H and across various 

Taoist systems. 

From October 12th to 14th, we stayed at a hotel at the base of Yi-Wu-Lu Mountain in 

Bezhen Prefecture, Liaoning Province. The area had many UNESCO Heritage sites and local 



monuments with anti-Japanese propaganda engraved. This further supports the oral history 

Grandmaster Chiao passed on to Master McNeil about the Japanese invasion of Manchuria in 

1931. We made our way to the temple grounds on the 13th and conducted the ceremony to induct 

the 5 Chinese students (1-1, 1-2). We were told by local historians that there are 3-4 temple 

grounds along the mountainside, which at the time of Grandmaster Chiao and his teacher all be-

longed to the same organization/sect of Taoism. We only visited one of these temples, which was 

dedicated to the teaching the L9H system. An altar was set up for the ceremony, however it was 

not set up as specified by L9H doctrine (1-3). We were told the L9H system, in Taoist philoso-

phy, represented the highest level of kung fu, learning, and means to Taoist immortality. This is 

reflected by the writing on the pillars on each side of the main temple entrance (1-4, 1-5). Behind 

the temple was an entrance to a cave which Grandmaster Chiao used to meditate, and was one of 

the many caves that Lu Dong-Bin meditated in. 

 

After seeing the temple, we made our way down the mountain where we saw Grandmas-

ter Chiao‟s childhood home. It was run down and abandoned. (1-6) Mr. Tan mentioned possibly 

buying the property to turn it into a museum dedicated to Grandmaster Chiao. We found out 

through this visit that Grandmaster Chiao was the grandson of Qiao Zhi-Yong, the founder of 

DadeTong Bank, and famous financier of the Qing Dynasty (1-7). There have been many books, 

plays, television shows, movies, and historical sites dedicated to the Qiao (Chiao) family, the 

most famous being Qiao’s Family Compound. 
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In Cheng Du, we climbed Chongqing mountain, where Taoism formally began, and had a 

meeting with the head Taoist abbots (2-1). During this meeting, local leaders met with us to 

acknowledge the legitimacy of Little Nine Heaven being rooted in nine chamber theory and 

Huang-Ti‟s lineage. We toured different temples on the mountain that were dedicated to deities 

that are recognized in the Little Nine Heaven System including Huang-Ti, Zhang Dao-Ling, Lu 

Dong-Bing (2-2), Mo Zi, Zhang San Feng, and The Three Pure Ones (2-3). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The rest of the trip to Hangzhou, Suzhou, and Shanghai was mainly sightseeing. The sites 

we went to had no relation to the L9H system and will be omitted from this report. 

Recommendations 

The first L9H students were inducted at the original temple in close to 100 years. While there are 

25th generation students in mainland China, the system of L9H continues to go unpracticed in 

China. It continues to be Master McNeil‟s choice who he will put in charge of teaching L9H in 

mainland China. L9H is now growing in name thanks to the presence of Master McNeil in Chi-

na, however, as of now, there are no students practicing the L9H system. Furthermore, there are 

many legal barriers to entry into China. The core values, principles, and practices cannot be prac-
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ticed/spread without adhering to strict licensure. Even if a Wholly-Owned Foreign Enterprise 

(WOFE) license was obtained, separate licensure under the State Council of the People‟s Repub-

lic of China needs to be obtained in order to teach and spread L9H theory and practices.  

More research needs to be done on enforcement of IP protection, trademarks, and logos. Ac-

cording to the Office of the United States Trade Representative April 2018 report,  “China is on 

the Priority Watch List for the 14th consecutive year.  Long Standing and new IP concerns merit 

increased attention, including China‟s coercive technology transfer practices, range of impedi-

ments to effective IP enforcement, and widespread infringing activity—including trade secret 

theft, rampant online piracy, and counterfeit manufacturing.” It‟s my opinion that the govern-

ment of the People‟s Republic of China would most likely not enforce the proper IP protection 

given the political, social, and cultural climate.  

It would need to be determined by the board whether or not it is feasible to start a charitable 

organization in China to pursue Little Nine Heaven‟s mission. As it is currently written, Little 

Nine Heaven‟s mission, “... is to preserve and protect the purity of the Little Nine Heaven 

knowledge for future generations.” This can only be done by identifying next generation lineage 

holders who will also assume leadership, dedicate their time and effort to practice, and utilize 

their efforts to spread L9H, whether in the form of privately teaching, establishing schools, etc. It 

is my opinion that starting a Chinese chapter of this organization will not further the mission at 

this time as the US chapter of L9H can be leveraged to gain students in China. After there is suf-

ficient Chinese support in the form of students, funding, assets, etc., then a China branch would 

be beneficial. 
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